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SEA KAYAKING -

| akes Tarawera and Rotomahana
More than just a kayaking trip.

Taupo Maori Carvings
Half day guided trip to the rock carvings,
Lake Taupo... only accessible by boat.
Aleisurely paddle of about 3 km to the rock
carvings. The largest is over 10 m high and
from below in a kayak it is imposing.

$85 per person (bookings essential).
Phone 0800 KAYAKN for details.

Waikato River Discovery

2 hour guided kayak trip. Experience the
magnificent upper reaches of the mighty
Waikato River - Soak in the geothermal
hot springs - Take in the stunning
environment... a perfect trip for all the
family...

Adult $45, Children $25
Special group and family rates.
Call 0800 KAYAKN for details.

By Suzanne Boslem

Glow Worm Kayak Tour

Join us for a picturesque paddle on Lake
McLaren to view glow worms by night or
beautiful waterfalls by day. This trip takes
about 1.5-2hours and is suitable for paddlers
with no experience. All gear, hot drinks and
nibbles are supplied.

Price $75 per person.

Phone Canoe & Kayak BOP

for bookings 07 574 7415

Sugar Leaf Island

From Ngamutu Beach harbour we head out
on the open sea to Sugar Loaf Island Marine
Reserve. View the scenic & rugged Taranaki
coastline as we draw closer to the Islands.
Enjoy the seal colony and experience the
thrill of close up views of these fascinating
marine mammals.

Allow 3 hours subject to weather.

$70.00 per person. Phone 06 769 5506




technique). we didnt get on the water until day three. Day one was
spent travelling and shopping for chicken. and day two was too
gusty. So trip leader Neil moved the days about and we stayed
on dry land. tramping to the stunning Tarawera Falls instead. None
of which was a hardship. but we were glad to get on the water on
day three

A decent kayak from Boatshed Bay to Te Rata Bay was a
combination of strong winds and calm inlets. When we reached Hot
\Water Beach, it was more like the Gold Coast than a DOC campsite
thanks to a father and son bonding session and groups of young
people water-sking. so it was tough to find camping spots. Still. we
all got a bath in the hot water pools, once we got used to the top
metre being burny hot and the bottom metre being freezing cold
And for dinner. the Lake God offered us up a few trout We didnt
even have to catch it - our fellow campers had more than they
could eat so we were happy to help out

lan and | hadnt been camping for four years, so it was good to get
under canvas again. And thanks to the earplugs even the teenagers
midnight antics didnt keep us awake

Day four was the major highlight. though. It was a short paddle to
the portage track to Lake Rotomahana. Never has a 15 km trek up
an easy incline been so frustrating and so funny. | was one of three
to try a spot of off-road kayaking - it may be the quickest way to the
water, but | wouldnt recommend it. And the tree across the track
Just took the biscuit

Lake Rotomahana isnt easy to get to. but that's part of its charm.
along with the abundant birdlife and geothermal activity. We had it
to ourselves except for the pleasure boat that transported a few
Japanese tourists around the lake - not the only encounter wed
have with the Japanese. but more of that later!

The gusty winds continued but again. punching through headwinds
and choppy white-topped waves (who knew lakes had waves)) was
always followed by sunny sheltered calmness. Id like to say the
portage back was easier with practice but. judging by the swearing.

Our Japanese friends
| enjoying the thermal spring
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Beautiful clear skies

www. kayaknz.co.nz

Paddle jackets
+ Paddle pants
* Rhino decks
** Spraydecks

info@rasdex.co.nz
www.rasdex.co.nz
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Tui Excel

A versatile, go anywhere
kayak

A tried and true winner that delivers
affordable excellence

A proven design that just
goft befter

An excepfional
performance sea kayak

For all the kayak specs. and stockists,
visit www.q-kayaks.co.nz or phone 06 326 8667
Skua - 1st Plastic Sea Kayak -Trans Taupo Race 2011
- Circumnavigation around the South Island.
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